Three experiments examined note-taking strategies and their relation to recall. In Experiment 1, participants were instructed either to take organized lecture notes or to try and transcribe the lecture, and they either took their notes by hand or typed them into a computer. Those instructed to transcribe the lecture using a computer showed the best recall on immediate tests, and the subsequent experiments focused on note-taking using computers.
Note Taking Effectiveness in the Modern Classroom K.M. Beck, J.S. Hartley, S.L. Hustedde, and T.C. Felsberg Rutgers University Excerpt: Lastly, the word counts of the lecture notes taken by both groups [one group took notes on laptops and one group took notes by hand] were analyzed, using an independent sample, two-tailed t-test with a .05 level of significance. The mean word count for the computer group was 153.3 (SD = 62.6) while the average of the handwritten group was 96.7 (SD = 45.1) as seen in Figure 2 . The analysis of the data showed that there was a statistically significant difference between the amount of notes taken by students taking notes on a computer, and students taking notes by hand, t(17) = 2.24, p = .041. In other words, students taking notes on a computer took significantly more notes than students taking notes by hand. This paper reports on a study that examined the use of wireless laptops for promoting active learning in lecture halls. The study examined students' behavior in class and their perceptions of the new learning environment throughout three consecutive semesters. An online survey revealed that students have highly positive perceptions about the use of wireless laptops, but less positive perceptions about being active in class. Class observations showed that the use of wireless laptops enhances student-centered, hands-on, and exploratory learning as well as meaningful student-tostudent and student-to-instructor interactions. However, findings also show that wireless laptops can become a source of distraction, if used for non-learning purposes.
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Canadian university students in wireless classrooms: What do they do on their laptops and does it really matter? Patrick Gaudreau, Dave Miranda, and Alexandre Gareau School of Psychology, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, ON, Canada K1N Two studies were conducted to examine what undergraduate students do on their laptops during class time and the extent to which laptop usage behaviors are associated with academic success. In Study 1, a sample of 1129 students from a Canadian university completed a survey measuring prototypical behaviors emitted on laptops during class time. Results of factor analyses indicated that laptop behaviors can be regrouped in two dimensions: School related and school unrelated laptop utilization. School unrelated laptop behaviors were significantly associated with lower levels of self-reported academic achievement and satisfaction. School related laptop behaviors were positively associated with academic satisfaction. These results were invariant across different faculties on campus. In Study 2, another sample of 88 students was recruited to examine the longitudinal association between laptop behaviors and semester grade point average obtained at the end of the semester. Results of Study 2 showed that school unrelated laptop behaviors were prospectively associated with lower semester grade point average, even after controlling for a series of potentially confounding influences (i.e., self-regulation failure, motivational deficit, disorganized learning, internet addiction, and school disenchantment).
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